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208. Small automatic stoker,

two fires. This is hardly a fair
comparison. The former provides
conditions of comfort throughout
the house, while the other gives
local warmth only. It is also true
that more skill is required to look
after a central heating installation ;
lack of experience in this respect
can be the cause of excessive
working costs. Taking all factors
into account, it will be found that
in tne standard central heating
installation the thermal efficiency
is between 36 and 50 per cent, or
more than double that of the open
fire. In large installations worked
by specially trained personnel,
equipped with automatic firing
equipment and with suitable
control apparatus, the thermal
efficiency can easily be increased
by 10 to 20 per cent. Under these

If the expenditure on chim-
neys, trimming of floors, etc.,
is taken into account, installation
costs for central heating plants
are hardly higher than those for
open fireplaces. Owing to higher
thermal efficiency, the running
costs are definitely lower than
with open fires, particularly if
the heating installation is ser-
viced by the user as with
individual house heating in-
stallations ; the attendance costs
vary in accordance with firing
methods and extent of service,*
but will hardly outweigh the
saving over open fires in respect
of fuel. For a small household
the running costs of central
heating plants may appear
expensive in comparison with
the cost of keeping in one or

209. Room thermostat.